1SAM.15 AND SAUL’S SINFUL BEHAVIOR

I.
INTRODUCTION


1.
Rom.15:4; 1Cor.10:11.

2.
The case of King Saul in 1Sam.15 is one example of things written aforetime for our learning and admonition or to put us in mind.

3.
We examine it for this purpose, taking note of the many things to be learned from his  conduct in this outstanding chapter in O.T. history of God dealing with his own covenant people, as well as with the heathen.

II.
DISCUSSION

A.
SAUL’S DUTY: HIS CHARGE TO CARRY OUT THE SENTENCE AGAINST AMALEK, VV.1-3.

1.
The source of the charge, vv.1,2a.



a.
From God through the prophet Samuel to king Saul.



b.
Thus, there was no doubt about its authority.


2.
Why was he so charged? V.2.

a.
Because of a previous decree of God against Amalek justly deserved, Exo.17:8-16; Deut.25:17-19; Cf. Num.15:45; Judg.6:3,4.

3.
The scope or extent of his charge is clearly and fully expressed, vv.3,18.

a.
His duty was imperative; so that there could be no valid excuse for evasion: “Now go and smite Amalek.”

b.
It was plain; so that its meaning could not be mistaken, except by the most inattentive, negligent and willful of men: “and utterly destroy all…spare not…”


(1)
Lit. “put everything under the ban”


(2)
Devote to destruction


(3)
If living, it must be put to death!

c.
His charge was so minute that no room was left for the exercise of discretion as to the manner or extent of its fulfillment, vv.3,18.

B.
HIS CHARGE WAS ZEALOUSLY ACCEPTED AND UNDERTAKEN, VV.4-7.
1.
Saul immediately assembled a force of 210,000 men, came to the city of Amalek, and laid wait in the valley, vv.4,5.

2.
He warned the Kenites to depart from among the Amalekites to avoid destruction with them, v.6.

3.
He smote the Amalekites from Havilah to Shur, that is over againt Egypt, covering a great deal of territory, v.7.

C.
BUT HE FAILED TO FAITHFULLY AND FULLY EXECUTE HIS DUTY AS CHARGED, VV.8-11.
1.
He took king Agag alive: He spared Agag, the best of the sheep, and of the oxen, and of the fatlings, and of the lambs, and all that was good,” vv.8,9b.

2.
He “would not destroy them: but every thing that was vile and refuse, that they destroyed utterly,” v.9b.

3.
Therefore, “and utterly destroyed all the people” (v.8) is speaking generally, because some survived.

a.
For the Amalekites appear afterwards, 1Sam.27:8; 30:1; 2Sam.8:12.

b.
Their complete annihilation is mentioned in 1Chr.4:43.



4.
God revealed to Samuel Saul’s disobedience, vv.10,11.




a.
“It repenteth me that I have set up Saul to be king,” v.11a.

(1)
In repentance, whether on the part of man or God, the idea of change must be retained. For in both cases a change is required by the word “repent”.

(2)
When man repents he changes his will.

(3)
When God repents he wills a change.

(4)
In the present case it means that God will change Saul from being king, vv.23,26,28.

b.
“For he has turned back from following me, and hath not performed my commandments,” v.11b.

c.
Saul’s disobedience so grieved Samuel that “he cried unto the Lord all night,” v.11c. Cf. 1Cor.13:6.

D.
SAUL’S PITIFUL, INEXCUSABLE ATTEMPT AT SELF-JUSTIFICATION FOR HIS DISOBEDIENCE, VV.12-21.


(Self-will and rashness have heretofore been Saul’s chief faults. He now seems to add falsehood and hypocrisy.)

1.
Confronted by Samuel, he falsely claimed: “I have performed the commandment of the Lord,” v.13. Cf. Lk.18:11.

a.
His subsequent confession and excuse making in an effort to justify himself  proved  the insincerity of his claim.

2.
Samuel’s exposure of Saul’s disobedience and sin are especially noteworthy.

a.
To expose Saul he points to an incontestable fact: “What meaneth then this bleating of the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear?” v.14.

(1)
This flatly contradicts your claim, reveals your disobedience and sin, and exposes your excuses.

(2)
Between this and your duty as charged there is a contradiction which no explanation can remove or justify.

(3)
You are convicted of your sin by the voices of the animals that  you have spared.

b.
He seeks to check Saul’s multiplication of vain excuses for his sinful conduct in v.16.

(1)
“Stay”, or proceed no further in your endeavor to excuse and justify your sin, “and I will tell thee what the Lord hath said to me this night”.

c.
He reminded Saul of the  requirements of the Divine commission with which he was charged, v.18; cf. v.3.

d.
He charged Saul with an eagerness to disobey the Lord and do evil in his sight, v.19. Cf. 14:32.

(1)
“Fly upon” i.e., pounce upon, expressive of eagerness or passionate craving.

(2)
He acted out of self-will.

3.
Upon being exposed for his disobedience and sin he seeks to justify himself by a variety of excuses.

a.
He attributes to other persons what cannot be denied to have occurred, and seeks to transfer to them the blame which is due to himself: “They have brought them (the sheep, the oxen) from the Amelekites: for the people spared the best of the sheep and of the oxen,” v.15a; cf. v.9


(1)
So spoke Adam and Eve in Gen.3:12,13.

b.
He claimed good (the best of) intentions, and even religious and commendable motives: they were spared “to sacrifice unto the Lord thy God,” v.15b.

c.
He once again professes his faithful obedience to the voice of the Lord, with the exception of king Agag; and once again shifts the blame to the people for sparing the chief of the animals which should have been utterly destroyed; and once again claims it was done for the best of motives: they were spared to be offered in “sacrifice unto the Lord thy God in Gilgal,” vv.20,21.

d.
He even asserted complete readiness to meet whatever charge might be preferred against him, v.16: “And he said unto him, Say on.”


(1)
See how sin is multiplied by sin!


(2)
See how deceptive sin is!



4.
His excuses were utterly futile, sinful, and injurious.




a.
They failed of their intended effect.

b.
They increased his delusion and prevented the light of truth from shining into his mind.

c.
They deepened his guilty in the sight of God.

d.
They brought upon him condemnation and punishment.

E.
SAUL’S SENTENCE OF REJECTION AS KING IS ANNOUNCED, VV.22,23.
1.
First, Saul was reminded that burnt offerings and sacrifices are never acceptable as substitutes for obeying the voice of the Lord, v.22.

a.
The Lord takes no delight in anything short of obeying his voice.

b.
“To obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of the ram.”

c.
Remember: Burnt offerings and sacrifices were not what was commanded of Saul!

2.
Then Saul is reminded of the idolatrous character of disobedience v.23a.

a.
It is a common thing for men to minimize or even make light of the need of absolute obedience.

b.
How wrong this verse proves them to be!

c.
In the sight of God every act of disobedience is exceedingly hateful.

3.
Saul is therefore justifiably rejected, which is also proof that men cannot disobey the voice of the Lord with impunity, v.23b.

4.
Even Saul’s repentance, confession of sin, and plea to Samuel for pardon could not prevent his just rejection from being king over Israel, vv.24-31.

III.
CONCLUSION


1.
Take note that Saul:



a.
Obeyed only what he wanted to obey.

b.
Refused to admit he was wrong even in the face of incontestable evidence.

c.
Blamed others for his own disobedience.

d.
Acted out of self-will.

e.
Sinned through rebellion and stubbornness.

2.
Then note that in the end: “Saul died for his unfaithfulness which he had committed against the Lord, even against the word of the Lord, which he kept not…,” 1Chr.10:13.

3.
Finally, let us not some of the many lessons to be learned from this study of 1Sam.15 and the case of King Saul.

a.
That God takes note of disobedience and sin by both the alien and his own children.

b.
That God will take vengeance on the impenitent wicked, even upon his own covenant people.

c.
That God’s judgment does surely come, though for generations it seems to linger, as in the case of the Amalekites.

d.
All men are held responsible for their actions and all actions involve consequences, whether good or bad.

e.
That men’s desire for popularity and the praise of men will lead them to sin (In fact, some are influenced by this more than they are by money, etc.).

f.
The folly of excuses for  sin is often seen by all except the sinner and the excuse maker himself.

g.
Shifting the blame for our disobedience to others is a common but inexcusable fault.

h.
Sin is deceitful; sin begets sin!

i.
God will not accept partial obedience; or partial obedience is not obedience; or partial obedience is full disobedience – e.g., son building place for his father.

j.
God will not accept any form of substitute for obedience to his required will.

k.
Man may be blinded to sinful deeds by his own self-will.

l.
All conscious disobedience is actually idolatry, because it makes self-will, the human I, into a God.

m.
All disobedience and sin is a rejection of God; a sin against God.

